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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of tine following informalities: 

On page 7, paragraph 0021 , "tAussiGNAi" should be --toffsignai-- 
On page 7, paragraph 0022, "tEiNsiGNAi" should be -tonsignai-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-12 and 14-20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 1, lines 3-4, "said circuit. The method comprises" should be -said 
circuit, the method comprising--. 

In claim 4, line 10, "up the falling below" should be -upon the falling below-. 

In claim 7, lines 3-4, "the detected temporal progression of the actuating 
pressure" should be -the temporal progression of the detected actuating pressure-. 

In claim 8, line 3, "the detected temporal progression" should be -the temporal 
progression of the detected actuating pressure-. 

In claim 10, line 2, "a retarder" should be -the retarder-. 

In claim 15, lines 9-10, "up the falling below" should be -upon the falling below-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1 (lines 2 and 9), 2 (line 2), 4 (2"^^ to last line), and 15 (last line), 
the phrase "in particular" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the 
limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim 1 recites the limitations "the temporal progression" and "the actual-target 
comparison" in lines 7 and 10, respectively. There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
these limitations in the claim. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "the retarder control unit" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "the predetermined target progression comprises 
two target characteristics, an advance warning characteristic and an immobilization 
characteristic." The wording and/or phrasing of the limitation renders it unclear exactly 
how many characteristics are being recited. Are there two or four characteristics? The 
Examiner assumes there are only two characteristics. 

Furthermore, claim 4 is generally confusing as to exactly what is being recited, 
thereby rendering the scope of the claim indefinite. How exactly is the detected 
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actuating pressure compared with tine warning cliaracteristic and tlie immobilization 
characteristic? When exactly is a warning issued? When exactly is a future activation 
of the retarder prevented? 

Claims 6 and 18-20 recite the limitation "the operating data detected at the 
beginning of the vehicle operating time." There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claims. 

Claim 13 recites the limitation "Use of a pressure sensor installed in an actuating 
pressure control circuit of a retarder for the dynamic monitoring of the actuating 
pressure and for error detection." Claim 13 does not appear to be dependent on any 
other claim. The scope of claim 13 is thereby rendered indefinite, since it is unclear 
exactly what structure is encompassed by the claim, and thus, the exact metes and 
bounds of the claim. Does the mere use of a pressure sensor with a retarder meet the 
limitations of the claim? 

Claim 15 is rejected for the same reasons as set forth above for claim 4. 

Claim 16 recites the limitation "the target characteristic" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 17 and 19 recite the limitation "the target characteristic, of which there is 
at least one." Claim 4, which claims 17 and 19 depend on, already recites "two target 
characteristics" in lines 2-3. Thus, it is unclear which exactly which target characteristic 
is being referred to in claims 17 and 19. 

Claim 18 recites the limitation "the target characteristic." There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Japanese Patent Document JP 07-291 1 14 (JP '114). 

Regarding independent claim 1 , JP '1 14 discloses a method for monitoring a 
braking torque modification of a retarder (11), in particular of a motor vehicle, said 
braking torque modification being controlled by an actuating pressure control circuit (21) 
comprising a pressure sensor (8) that is connected in said circuit, the method 
comprising the following steps: the actuating pressure of the retarder (1 1) is dynamically 
detected by means of the pressure sensor (8) that is mounted in the actuating pressure 
control circuit (21); the temporal progression of the detected actuating pressure is 
compared with at least one predetermined target progression (as broadly recited; see 
provided English abstract, last sentence, disclosing comparison with "a prescribed 
range"); a warning is issued (see warning means 48) and/or a future activation of the 
retarder by a user, in particular the driver of the vehicle, is prevented, based on the 
actual-target comparison and if predetermined criteria have been fulfilled (as broadly 
recited; see provided English abstract, last sentence). 



Application/Control Number: 10/554,482 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3657 

Regarding dependent claims 2-12 and 14-20, the Examiner submits that JP '114 
meets the claim limitations, as broadly recited and as best understood (see 35 U.S.C 
112, 2"^^ paragraph rejections above). See retarder control unit 100 (Fig. 1) comprising 
comparison means 47, 49 (Fig. 2). JP '114 also discloses comparison of the detected 
actuating pressure (m) with at least two characteristics (s and t) having minimum and 
maximum values (si, S2, ti, t2) (see Fig. 2 and paragraphs 0027-0028 and 0034-0035 of 
the provided machine translation). Also see reservoir 4. 

Regarding independent claim 13, the claim is rejected for at least the same 
reasons as set forth above. Also see 35 U.S.C. 112, 2"^^ paragraph rejection above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VU Q. NGUYEN whose telephone number Is (571 ) 272- 
7921 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 1 1 :30 AM to 
8:00 PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Robert SIconolfl can be reached on (571) 272-7124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



N. Q. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3657 



/Robert A. Siconolfi/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3657 



